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Refugees have rarely been studied by economists Despite some pioneering research on the economic lives of refugees 
there remains a lack of theory and empirical data through which to understand and build upon refugees own 
engagement with markets Yet understanding these economic systems may hold the key to rethinking our entire 
approach to refugee assistance If we can improve our knowledge of the resource allocation systems that shape refugees 
lives and opportunit About the Author Alexander Betts is Professor of Forced Migration and International Affairs and 
Director of the Refugee Studies Centre at the University of Oxford His research focuses on the politics and economics 
of refugees His books includ 
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