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1 of 1 review helpful Interesting and frustrating in turn By Gavan Connell I bought this book because of my family s 
history on Banaba dating back to before the war My father Bryan Connell was posted to the island before the war and 
was one of the last to leave before it was occupied by the Japanese He returned immediately after the cessation of 
hostilities along with my mother and sister He was actively engaged in t Consuming Ocean Island tells the story of the 
land and people of Banaba a small Pacific island which from 1900 to 1980 was heavily mined for phosphate an 
essential ingredient in fertilizer As mining stripped away the island s surface the land was rendered uninhabitable and 
the indigenous Banabans were relocated to Rabi Island in Fiji Katerina Martina Teaiwa tells the story of this human 
and ecological calamity by weaving together memories records and images Consuming Ocean Island is an 
ethnographic and analytic tour de force Writing an intimate cultural history of the island of Banaba Kiribati conjoined 
with a history of phosphate and its extraction Katerina Teaiwa places us amid unsettling stories of minin 
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