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In this book Ronald Day offers a critical history of the modern tradition of documentation Focusing on the 
documentary index understood as a mode of social positioning and drawing on the work of the French documentalist 
Suzanne Briet Day explores the understanding and uses of indexicality He examines the transition as indexes went 
from being explicit professional structures that mediated users and documents to being implicit infrastructural devices 
used in ever What is information what is its power and what are the sources of that power Tracing the historical 
emergence of what he dubs the modern documentary tradition Ronald Day opens up an examination of the ways that 
information comes to be seen as standing f 
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