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11 of 13 review helpful The working classes drove their own intellectual development By Paul Streumer The spread of 
literacy to the masses is arguably the most far reaching cultural change of the last two centuries One of the first 
countries where this took place was Great Britain Jonathan Rose s The Intellectual Life of the British Working Classes 
uses much autobiographical material to tell us how the workers experience Now in its second edition this landmark 
book provides an intellectual history of the British working classes from the preindustrial era to the twentieth century 
Drawing on workers rsquo memoirs social surveys library registers and more Jonathan Rose discovers which books 
people read how they educated themselves and what they knew A new preface uncovers the author rsquo s journey 
into labor history and its rewarding link to intellectual history ldquo Wherever possible this brilliant piece of social 
history allows individuals from within the masses to speak out for themselves rdquo Julia Jones This Week 
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