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1 of 1 review helpful an excellent presentation of a problem i By Marian This is a rewrite of Handlin s 1941 doctoral 
dissertation at Harvard and has all the advantages and problems of that format an excellent presentation of a problem i 
e mainly the Irish in Boston as well as such of wealth of detail that one sometimes gets bogged down But well written 
well argued and still a classic over half a century later As fresh in 1991 as when it first published a half century ago 
Boston s Immigrants illuminates the history of a particular city and an important phase of the American experience 
Focusing on the life of people from the perspective of the social historian the book explores a wide range of subjects 
peasants society and the cause of European migration population growth and industrial development the ideology of 
progress and Catholic thought and urban politics a An excellent case study in the great problem of social assimilation 
One feature among others that stands out clearly is its refutation of the all too comforting and popular notion that the 
American community local or national has been able to accept great 
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