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american history heritage and achievements free expressions words phrases origins and derivations original meanings 
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Second-Generation Progress, 1890 to 2000: 

According to the American dream hard work and a good education can lift people from poverty to success in the land 
of opportunity The unskilled immigrants who came to the United States from southern central and eastern Europe in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries largely realized that vision Within a few generations their descendants rose to the 
middle class and beyond But can today rsquo s unskilled immigrant arrivals mdash especially Mexicans the About the 
Author JOEL PERLMANN is senior scholar at the Levy Economics Institute of Bard College and the Levy Institute 
Research Professor at the college 
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