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7 of 7 review helpful Well written and extremely interesting By Kindle Customer This is a carefully researched 
thoughtful and well written examination of the Russian speaking population in the near abroad since the break up of 
the Soviet Union While my experience is largely with Lithuania his discussion of the Russian speaking population in 
Estonia and Latvia seemed insightful As a minor criticism or perhaps mor Since the collapse of the Soviet Union 
nationality groups have claimed sovereignty in the new republics bearing their names With the ascendance of these 
titular nationality groups Russian speakers living in the post Soviet republics face a radical crisis of identity That crisis 
is at the heart of David D Laitin s book Laitin portrays these Russian speakers as a beached diaspora since the 
populations did not cross international borders the borders themse David Laitin s book is replete with relevant 
statistics and theoretical interpretations of an aspect of post Soviet reality likely to affect politics in the region for 
decades to come Choice A remarkable synthesis of data and history converte 
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