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1 of 1 review helpful Absolutely a Must By John This is a wonderfully written book which as an aspiring 
anthropologist of China I will be referring to quite often in the next few years Chu s writing style is particularly clear 
her argument and analysis is well presented and the way she thematically connects many seemingly disparate elements 
of Chinese culture together is masterful Year after year a woman sits in her bare living quarters with her bags packed 
She is waiting for a phone call from her snakehead or human smuggler That longed for call will send her out her door 
away from Fuzhou China on a perilous illicit journey to the United States Nothing diffuses the promise of an overseas 
destiny neither the ever increasing smuggling fee for successful travel nor her knowledge of the deadly risks in transit 
and the exploitative labor ldquo Cosmologies of Credit is a rich ethnography of migration that describes departures 
rather than arrivals debts to gods that loom as large as debts to humans and the lived experience of mobility without 
movement Julie Y Chu provides wonder 
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