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The American military started building its massive base complex in Okinawa at the end of World War II During the 
decade that followed US forces seized vast areas of privately owned land evicting and impoverishing thousands of 
farmers US military occupation rule imposed during the Battle of Okinawa in 1945 lasted until 1972 twenty years 
longer than the Allied occupation of mainland Japan Besides land seizures Okinawans were subjected to numerous 
human rights v Seventy years have passed since the end of World War II yet 74 percent of all U S military bases in 
Japan are still concentrated in the small island prefecture of Okinawa with 0 6 percent of the nation rsquo s total land 
area and less than 1 percent of its 
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