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By Bryan M. Jack : The St. Louis African American Community and the Exodusters  discover the people and 
events that shaped african american history from slavery and abolitionism to the harlem renaissance and civil rights 
movement now that reconstruction too was dead in the south sarah moved north to st louis where a few of her brothers 
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2 of 2 review helpful Tightly written and highly readable By AfroAmericanHeritage When Reconstruction ended in 
1877 blacks in the South were in some ways worse off than they d been before the Civil War Though slavery as it had 
been known was now illegal Southerners found new ways to subjugate black Americans through fear intimidation 
forced labor and murder For many Freedmen the only glimmer of hope for a reasonable In the aftermath of the Civil 
War thousands of former slaves made their way from the South to the Kansas plains Called ldquo Exodusters rdquo 
they were searching for their own promised land Bryan Jack now tells the story of this American exodus as it played 
out in St Louis a key stop in the journey west Many of the Exodusters landed on the St Louis levee destitute appearing 
more as refugees than as homesteaders and city officials refused aid for Jack does an excellent job of outlining one of 
the most important events in American history mdash The North Carolina Historical 
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