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48 of 53 review helpful The Story of Libraries By |zabela Joanna Bozek Thetitle The Story of Libraries suggests from
the very beginning that thisis not a strictly historical treatise but rather more than that Why is it the story and not the
history Lerner does not limit his work to lists of facts and description of collections and buildings from the past If the
title of that book had been The History of Libr Thiswork describes the crucial role libraries played in ancient Egypt
Han dynasty Chinathe ancient Western Classical world the great library of Alexandriawhich waslost to usin stages
over many years the Baghdad of Harun al Rashid and medieval and Renaissance Europe It continues with the libraries
of colonial Americathe Library of Congress university libraries and today slarge public library system com Libraries
are significant on many levels Their existence shows the depth and history of a people culture and nation while their
inclusiveness highlights the level of democracy that exists there Fred Lerner s overview of the history of libraries
sheds
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