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In 1729 Marc Antoine Lamerenx a minor French nobleman set sail for Saint Domingue Twenty years later peasant 
Jean Mouscardy also made the long and difficult journey to Saint Domingue Although the men were not related and 
had little in common they hailed from the same Pyrenean town La Bastide Clairence In the New World they both 
settled in Saint Martin du Dondon where they made their fortunes growing coffee After the Haitian slave revolt 
uprooted them some This exemplary book s emphasis on kinship structures and their corresponding economic 
strategies sheds a light on the logic of immigration and return that is often absent in recent work on families of the 
Atlantic world Force s intellectual subtlety and bre 
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