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4 of 4 review helpful Two competing books on an important building By kb from la Two books on the history of the 
Los Angeles Central Library were published in 2016 mdash one by Stephen Gee and this volume by Kenneth Breisch 
Possibly neither author or publisher was aware of the other book because there is a fair amount of overlap In other 
words what appears to be a lot of duplicate research produced books sufficiently si In the most comprehensive 
investigation of the Los Angeles Public Library rsquo s early history and architectural genesis ever undertaken 
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Kenneth Breisch chronicles the institution rsquo s first six decades from its founding as a private library association in 
1872 through the completion of the iconic Central Library building in 1933 During this time the library evolved from 
an elite organization ensconced in two rooms in downtown LA into one of the largest About the Author Kenneth A 
Breisch is associate professor in the School of Architecture at the University of Southern California nbsp 
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