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6 of 6 review helpful a very important book By Silvester Percival Many readers of AFRICA AND THE 
VICTORIANS have tended to view the book as little more than a textbook like chronology of the British scramble for 
Africa But the true significance of the book is to expand the highly influential theory of British expansion that the 
authors originally articulated in The Imperialism of Free Trade an article which first appea Imperialism in the eyes of 
the world is still Europe rsquo s original sin even though the empires themselves have long since disappeared Among 
the most egregious of imperial acts was Victorian Britain rsquo s seemingly random partition of Africa In this classic 
work of history a standard text for generations of students and historians now again available the authors provide a 
unique account of the motives that went into the continent rsquo s partition Distrusting m Interesting penetrating and 
profoundly provocative Asa Briggs New Statesman If the first requirement of history is that it should be memorable 
the authors of this book have succeeded Roland Oliver The Observer About the 
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